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Note of last City Regions Board meeting
	Title:


	City Regions Board

	Date:


	Monday 21 March 2016

	Venue:
	Committee Room 3A, House of Lords, Houses of Parliament, Westminster (entrance via Cromwell Green)

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

	1  
	Welcome and Declarations of Interest

 
	

	
	The chair welcomed members to the meeting. 

There were no declarations of interest. 


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Findings of the APPG Report on Reform, Decentralisation and Devolution (Discussion Item)

 
	

	
	The chair invited members to discuss the publication of the Better Devolution for the Whole UK report by the APPG on Reform, Decentralisation and Devolution as board members had attended the launch reception for this prior to the board meeting.

In the discussion which followed, members made the following points:

· Attempts were being made to publicise the report to MPs. Although they were in the minority, it was felt that some MPs lacked understanding of devolution and this needed addressing. The LGA could proactively engage with parliamentarians here and think about a strategy for doing so.

· The LGA could also make the Department of Communities and Local Government more aware of the report’s message.

· It was suggested that the LGA produce a document refuting misleading statements on devolution and clarifying its benefits to the public. Confidentiality had previously worked against the devolution agenda in this respect.

Actions:
1. LGA officers to engage with MPs on the devolution agenda.

2. LGA officers to work to inform the Department of Communities and Local Government of the report’s message.
3. LGA officers to produce a document clarifying the benefits of devolution and refuting misleading statements.


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Defining the Principles of Good Governance (report by Professor Robin Hambleton)

 
	

	
	Rebecca Cox, Principal Policy Advisor, introduced the report. She advised the board that the LGA had commissioned Professor Robin Hambleton to look at different models of executive governance. She requested that members give feedback, particularly on the criteria for assessing alternative models in section 9.

In the discussion which followed, members raised the following points:


Referring to section 1.1 and 1.2, members commented that devolution deals had so far followed a set approach in terms of governance. Despite this, members agreed that it was important the report illustrated alternative methods.


Referring to point 9.1 onwards, members drew attention to the potential complexity of weighting in voting arrangements in governance structures and different councils’ abilities to be represented within this.


It was emphasised that an attractive element of devolution had been the potential to address different priorities in each area and provide the different styles of governance needed in each. It was not a one size fits all matter.

Action:

1.  LGA officers to feedback members’ comments to Professor

Hambleton.

Decisions:

1. Members noted the report.

2. Members agreed the criteria in section 9. 

	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Employment and Skills Update Paper

 
	

	
	Eamon Lally, Senior Advisor, introduced the report. He advised the board of current and future activity the LGA was engaged in, drawing members’ attention to work with Job Centre Plus, work on area reviews and apprenticeship arrangements.

He advised the board that the report had also gone to the LGA People and Places Board, and that officers would be collating information from the discussions at both board meetings to take forward.

In the discussion which followed, members raised the following points:

· The LGA should be pushing for a joint conversation with government departments on this area.
· The curriculum taught in schools between the ages of 5 and 16 needed to be more responsive to the labour market. Schools needed to ensure that young people were prepared for jobs prospects in their localities. There was currently little focus on apprenticeships in schools. Members queried what would happen to apprenticeships when schools become academies and suggested that responsibility for education could be fully devolved.
· The adult education budget was changing and the money provided had decreased. Members asked how money would be delivered to further education colleges.
· Members highlighted the need to continue to make the case with DWP for a localised Work Programme.
· It was suggested the councils and local employers could work together to raise the profile of, and ease of access to, apprenticeship schemes.
· In reference to point 16, it was felt that apprenticeship targets placed on councils would be difficult to achieve. Members emphasised that obligations on public sector bodies needed clarifying, as did how small and medium sized enterprises would support and sustain apprenticeships. Concern was expressed about the centralisation elements of these plans.
· In reference to point 19, it was suggested that when DWP’s contract with Job Centre Plus came up for renewal, there was an opportunity for councils to take on some more of the work in this area.

Actions:
1. LGA officers to continue to look at apprenticeships as part of wider work on employment and skills.

2. MSO to type up the discussion before the meeting between City Regions and People and Places Board Lead Members on the 7th April 2016.

Decisions:
1. Members noted the report.

2.  Members asked officers to continue with work on Employment and

Skills taking into account the steer given above.


	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Commission on Economic Inclusion (Oral Update)

 
	

	
	Rebecca Cox, Principal Policy Adviser, updated the board on the progress of the Commission on Economic Inclusion that the Royal Society of Arts was setting up and that it should be formally launched in the near future.

Decision:

1.  The board noted the update.


	


</AI5>

<AI6>

	6  
	LGA Devolution Support Activity

 
	

	
	The board noted the report on LGA Devolution Support Activity.

· Members commended the LGA’s work, especially the ’60 second explainer’ videos, and asked that officers continue to share new products with members.

	


</AI6>

<AI7>

	7  
	Devolution Green Paper: Next Steps on English Devolution (Confidential)

Ian Hughes, Head of Policy, introduced the report. He advised the board the LGA Executive had requested a green paper on devolution to be delivered at the LGA Annual Conference in July. The paper would raise debates on devolution, public service reform and civic engagement. He asked members to comment on what the scope of this should be. Feedback would be used to produce a first draft.

Actions:

1. Officers to use the steer and feedback given by members to produce a first draft of the green paper.

2. Members to feed back any detailed points by email.
     Decisions:

1. Members noted the report.
 
	


</AI7>

<AI8>

	8  
	Note of the Previous Meeting

 
	

	
	The board noted and agreed the minutes of the last meeting.

Cllr John Beasley asked officers to correct his attendance status at the January board meeting, as he had been recorded as absent in error.


	


</AI8>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Robert Light
	Kirklees Metropolitan Council


	Deputy-chairman
	 Mayor George Ferguson CBE
	Bristol City Council

	
	Cllr Abigail Bell
	Hull City Council


	Members
	 Cllr Sean Anstee
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr John Beesley
	Bournemouth Borough Council

	
	Cllr Donna Jones JP
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Peter Rankin
	Preston City Council

	
	Mayor Jules Pipe
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Mayor Joe Anderson OBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Simon Letts
	Southampton City Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Warren Morgan
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Iain Roberts
	Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Paul Watson
	Sunderland City Council

	
	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	
	Cllr Jon Collins
	Nottingham City Council

	
	Cllr Roger Lawrence
	Wolverhampton City Council

	
	Cllr Sir Albert Bore
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Ann Lucas OBE
	Coventry City Council
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